
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Kathleen Vongsathorn       

Department: Historical Studies       Phone Number: (618) 650-2413 

E-mail Address: kvongsa@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1454 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [X] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  
 

*Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Any health-related fields  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 6-12 hours, depending on student's schedule and whether the student is gaining credit from the course  

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? Yes     

 If ‘yes,’ in which course? HIST 410    

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3  

 

Location of research/creative activities:  PH 1232   

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Scholars and development workers have been very interested in assessing medical humanitarianism in Africa during 

colonialism, and in the present. Yet no one has connected these two periods, and tried to understand what the past 

successes and mistakes of humanitarians can tell us about more effective ways of approaching health interventions 

in Africa today. I am researching this topic through the case study of leprosy control in Uganda, and I have recorded 

interviews with former leprosy patients, Ugandan medical staff, and European aid workers, all of whom were 

affected by or involved in leprosy humanitarianism between 1940 and 2000.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
 At the beginning of the semester, the student will complete several readings pertaining to medical humanitarianism 

and to leprosy in Africa, to provide a good background. We will also discuss the methods I used in conducting this 

research, including such topics as finding participants, ensuring a research relationship that is not exploitative, and 

designing interview questions.  

     

   The student will transcribe a number of interviews, chosen to some extent in response to the student’s areas of 

interest (for example, in foreign aid workers vs. Ugandan medical staff). As the student gains experience through 

transcribing several interviews, we will discuss the types of research conclusions that we can draw from the 

information in these interviews, and how to determine what points are most relevant to the study of medical 

humanitarianism, past and present. If the student is obtaining credit, these conclusions would also be incorporated 

into a small research project at the end of the semester, based on the interviews the student has transcribed.  

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1. How medical humanitarianism has developed in Africa  

   2. An understanding of some of the obstacles facing humanitarians in international health, and how these obstacles 

have been overcome, or remained in place  

   3. How leprosy was successfully eliminated as a public health threat in Uganda  

   4. The methodology of conducting oral histories  

   5. How to transcribe and interpret interviews  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

There are no specific time requirements at present. Meetings will be scheduled in accordance with spring semester 

schedules, and the remainder of the work can be done on the student's own schedule.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
There will be no off campus work involved, although students can complete most of their work at home.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
   There are no prerequisites, and I encourage students with any interest in health or in history to apply.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

 The student must be able to listen to recorded interviews, and type what they hear. These interviews are 

in English, but all people being interviewed have accents, whether British, Ugandan, Dutch, German, or 

Italian. The student must therefore have access to a computer in a quiet place, so that she or he can hear 

the interviews properly. An ability to type relatively quickly is useful, but not absolutely necessary. The 

student should also have good time management skills, as much of this work will be done according to 

the student's schedule.  

 

 


